The role of sickness funds in secondary and tertiary prevention.
Present Swiss federal legislation on health insurance provides only a very limited basis for an active engagement of sickness funds in prevention. Nevertheless, sickness funds have offered supplementary insurance coverage benefits for primary and secondary prevention. With the revision of the health insurance act the engagement of sickness funds in prevention is bound to change. With health promotion, medical prevention and rehabilitation all three levels of prevention will be considered in the revised act. In the context of the ongoing political discussion on cost containment in health care and on health insurance premium increase, an active engagement in prevention will be of high interest for sickness funds. Sickness funds have been active in patient education for many years at the institutional level. New fields of activity can be the promotion and probably also the installation of programs in patient education, ambulatory rehabilitation, and followup activities for individual patients and target populations.